“I Insist”

1 Corinthians 9

The Rights of an Apostle (1-14)

 1Am I not free? (YES!) Am I not an apostle? (YES!) Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? (YES!) Are you not the result of my work in the Lord? (YES!) 


-Rhetorical Questions. = Yes!


-Backbiting.


-Naysayers: discrediting Paul’s ministry and his establishments.

2Even though I may not be an apostle to others, surely I am to you! For you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.

Def. of Apostle “Apostolos” (Greek): a religious messenger or Ambassador. 
One sent forth with orders. In this case, one sent by Jesus Christ himself.


-NT Def.: The Apostles Morris says were “Authoritative witnesses to the facts 
of the Gospel, more especially to the resurrection.”


-Paul feels like he has to prove himself. 


-He works extra hard so as to not cause others to sin.


-He stays focused on what he has done.




-Earn Your Stripes.


-He was called to Apostolic work. 


QUESTION: Can anyone question what he has done? Can anyone 


question your experience? No! Simply on the basis of others having to 


respect what Paul gives testimony to. 

Wesleyan Quadrilateral

John Wesley of the Methodist Church
· 

Scripture - the Holy Bible (Old and New Testaments)
· 

Tradition - the two millennia history of the Christian Church
· 


-Jewish Xn Tradition
· 

Reason - rational thinking and sensible interpretation


Experience - a Christian's personal and communal journey in 


Christ
 3This is my defense to those who sit in judgment on me. 


-Apologia (Apologetics): Reasons for or why he is to be credited as an 
Apostle. This is a legal defense against a charge.


-“Sit in judgment”: another legal phrase.


QUESTION: What does Paul feel like he is undergoing? What is he comparing 

this situation to? COURT CASE. HE FELT LIKE HE WAS ON TRIAL.


-Walking around something you started or owned and people are treating 
you like you are straight off the street.

4Don't we have the right to food and drink? 

5Don't we have the right to take a believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord's brothers and Cephas[a]? 

-Take wives along on apostolic journeys, missions, ministry, and for the 


wives’ expenses to be covered as well. 

6Or is it only I and Barnabas who must work for a living?


-Bi-vocational. Recommended by Paul, not a must. Was probably customary 


ministers of the Gospel to be compensated for their work.


-It’s Hard work.


-What a Blessing it would be for us as a Church to send Pastor Isaac and my 

mom, Ritha to Israel.


-Naysayers: Burden, Care, Knowledge, Understanding, Safe Place, Sound


leadership and example.

 7Who serves as a soldier at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its grapes? Who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk? 


-3 Q’s: 3 Areas of Profession that Culturally people would understand



-Military, Agricultural, 


-Nobody goes to war and does not get paid for it.

9For it is written in the Law of Moses: "Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain."[b] Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 


-Deut. 25:4 “Do not muzzle the ox while it treads the grain.”


-Prov. 12:10 “Does not a man care for his animal.”


Story: As long as I have this I’m cool. (Driving: Radio, Seeds, and Coke) (

Driving back from Florida to Cali (Yeomen’s job: Davie)


-Teaching Point: Don’t go cheap. Keep supplying for the need.

14In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the gospel.


-Mt. 10:10 “Do not take any gold or silver or copper in your belts (Dad taking 

his money belt with him to Harvard); take not bag for the journey, or extra 
tunic, or sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep.”



-Work while you go. Work and Study. Bi-vocational.



-Paul made tents, also Pricilla and Aquilla (Acts 20:34). 


-1 Ti 5:18

Conclusion: I really am able to do what I want and feel is acceptable as a Christian. I have the authority to make decisions for myself and others. As Christians we cannot insist on these liberties. We must discipline ourselves and pray about what is the best way for us to live as Christians with those we live with on a daily basis. Also, we must consider our brothers and sisters in the Lord who are a part of the body of Christ.

It always points back to Love. 

